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Cumaru Timber Guide
The Cumaru is a versatile and durable species of 
timber ideal for internal, external & landscaping 
applications.

The Cumaru Hardwood (also referred to as Southern 
Spotted Gum or Southern Spotty) is native to South 
America and comes from the Dipteryx Odorata Tree. 
This species is often found in tropical environments in 
Central America, South America, Peru, and Colombia, 
which may just be the reason behind its toughness. 

A Sustainable Resource

timber and this includes our Cumaru timber. This 
means the lumber is sourced from a forest that is 
managed and harvested sustainably to preserve the 
conservation of our forests.

Structure & Performance
Did you know Cumaru hardwood can last over 40 years 

by the Australian Durability Rating as Class 1 durable 
timber, the Cumaru has the highest level of durability 
any wood species can have. 

Cumaru is also naturally resistant to termites, insects 
and rot with great weathering properties making it 
a robust timber for decking, boardwalks, and other 
applications. 

The Cumaru timber is also structurally rated at stress 
grades F34 for beams and F27 for posts.

Cumaru Hardwood Timber Technical Information

Dipteryx odorata

Cumaru, Southern Spotted 
Gum, Southern Spotty 

Regions Of Distribution

Heartwood Colour Medium to dark brown, 
sometimes with a reddish 
or purplish hue

Sizes up to 250 x 250

Lengths up to 

Natural Durability

5.7m

Class 1*

Radial Shrinkage
(Green To 12% Mc)

5.3%

Tangential Shrinkage
(Green To 12% Mc)

7.7%

Physical Properties Mechanical Properties

Mechanical Properties

Modulus of Rupture 
(MPa)

Max Crushing Strength 
(MPa)

Modulus of Elasticity 
(GPa)

Green

132

65

780

1280

Dry (12% Mc)

188

14.8

93.5

22.3

820

1020
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Features and Benefits

Cumaru Hardwood Timber FAQs
What is Cumaru?
Cumaru, also referred to as Southern Spotty, Golden Teak or Brazilian Teak, is of the Dipteryx odorata species and 
is a heartwood known for its durability and integrity. Originally from South America, Cumaru is now grown across 
the globe for use in a wide range of architectural projects. Cumaru’s natural density makes it 

used in external projects such as decking or exterior cladding. However, Cumaru’s versatility makes it a 
go-to choice for a range of different applications.

Is Cumaru water resistant?
Due to the high density and natural oils present in the Cumaru wood, it is somewhat water resistant on 
its own. This means the hardwood is unlikely to absorb water and moisture, making it a great option for 

How long does Cumaru wood last?
Due to Cumaru’s durability and density, the wood is known to last for an average lifespan of over 50 years. As a 
result, Cumaru is a great option to invest in due to its lower long-term cost.

Does Cumaru darken?
Cumaru does darken slightly over time, particularly when exposed to direct sunlight. However, this is natural for 
most hardwood species that are prone to photosensitivity.

Does Cumaru wood burn?
Cumaru is a species known for its strength and high-density, it is these characteristics that also makes the 

up to BAL29.

Durable Hardwood
Cumaru is given a class 1 durability and 
the wood is known to last for an average 
lifespan of over 50 years.

Fire Rated
With a low flame spread rating, it is 
suitable for use in bushfire rated zones 
up to BAL29.

Cumaru first appears a reddish brown
when freshly cut and turns to a uniform
tan colour upon exposure to environment
adding which can add a visual dimension
to any decking solution.

Appearance and grain

Sustainably harvested PEFCTM Certified.

Sustainable Timber
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Pencil Round Decking 145mm x 21mm   PR-PRDK-CMU-145X21

Castelation Screenclad  120mm x 21mm  PR-SCE-CMU-120X21
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145mm

Newport Channel Cladding  120mm x 19mm  15mm Channel width when joined 
PR-NCNTIS-CMU-120X19

120mm
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m
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120mm

28.8mm 12mm

Decking

Cladding and Lining




